
PLANNING FOR DEATH
Essential Guidelines on Death and 

Inheritance



“EVERY SOUL SHALL TASTE 
DEATH.”

(Quran 21:35)



DEATH PLANNING

๏ Approaching Death!
๏ Ablution (Ghusl) and Shroud (Takfin)!
๏ Funeral Prayer (Janazah)!
๏ Burial (Tadfin)!
๏ Inheritance (Mirath)



WHEN DEATH APPROACHES



MUḤTAḌAR

๏ Lie them on their right side facing the qiblah, or on their 
back with the head slightly raised to face the qiblah        
(if convenient)!

๏ Try to ensure that the bed and sheets are pure and clean!
๏ Desirable to recite Surat Yasin and Raʿd nearby



TALQIN

๏ Talqin: a reminder of the two testimonies of faith!
๏ How: Simply recite the shahadatayn audibly near the muḥtaḍar!

๏ Do not: !
๏ Ask the person to recite them, or demand it!

๏ Engage in worldly talk around the muḥtaḍar!

๏ Force repetition of the shahadatayn !

๏ Begin talqin prematurely



DEATH
๏ Close the eyes of the deceased!
๏ Tie a cloth around the chin and head to fasten the mouth and tie the feet 

together with cloth as well!
๏ Cover the body with a clean, pure sheet!
๏ All the while, the preparer should recite: “In the name of Allah and on the 

creed, religion and faith of the Messenger of Allah. O Allah! Ease upon him his 
matters and make light for him whatever comes hereafter and honor him with 
Your meeting and make that which he has gone to better than that which he 
came out from.”!

๏ Others should recite: “O Allah! Forgive me and him and grant me a good 
reward after him. “ and “To Allah do we belong and to shall we return. O Allah! 
Reward me in my affliction and requite me with (something) better than this.” 



ABLUTION AND SHROUD



AFTER DEATH
๏ Obtain a doctor's certificate!
๏ Obtain a burial order!
๏ Obtain a death certificate!
๏ If the death is due to unnatural causes (e.g. drowning or a motor accident, etc.) 

then one must comply with the legal requirements!
๏ Inform relatives and friends of the death and of the time of the janazah!
๏ Make preparations for the grave to be dug!
๏ Perform the mandatory ablution (ghusl)!
๏ Shroud the deceased in the kafn!
๏ Arrange transport to the cemetery



THE SUNNAH SHROUD (KAFN)
๏ Men 

๏ Qamis (shoulders to 
below knees) !

๏ Izar (head to toe)!

๏ Lifafah (above head to 
below feet)!

!

!

๏ Women 

๏ Izar!

๏ Lifafah!

๏ Qamis!

๏ Khimar (head to bottom 
torso)!

๏ Khirqah (chest to shins)



THE SHROUD

๏ Better to be prepared during one’s lifetime!
๏ White is preferred but not necessary!
๏ Quality of cloth should be moderate !
๏ The shroud may be smoked with a pleasant scent



THE ABLUTION (GHUSL)
๏ An adult male should be bathed by his father, son, or brother!
๏ An adult female by her mother, daughter, or sister!
๏ If none of these persons are present then any near relative 

could carry out this duty, (male for male, and female for female). !
๏ If not possible, then the most pious person present should be 

requested to carry out this rite. !
๏ It is makruh for a woman in hayd or nifas to perform the ghusl. !
๏ A prepubescent child may be washed by any adult, male or 

female, if a member of the same gender is not available 



JANAZAH



THE JANAZAH PRAYER

๏ Janazah prayer should not be delayed!
๏ Janazah is not preferred in the masjid unless necessary!
๏ Wali of the deceased has right to lead!
๏ The janazah is a du’a, thus no du’a afterward!
๏ Learn the method of prayer and the du’as



BURIAL



BURIAL GUIDELINES
๏ Burial should not be delayed needlessly!
๏ Body shouldn’t be transported over long distances!
๏ Plots should be arranged and purchased in advance!
๏ Burial should be in a Muslim cemetery or plot!
๏ It is only permissible for mahram women of the deceased male 

to see his face and only mahram males should view the face of a 
deceased female!

๏ The face of the deceased shouldn’t be kept open after the kafn 
is put on



CARRYING THE BIER

๏  Adults should be carried upon the shoulders and infants in the arms!
๏ Those carrying the bier should recite bismillah!
๏ The head of the deceased should be facing forward !
๏ It is desirable to carry the bier hastily but not in a manner that the body 

is shaken about!
๏ It is preferred to follow the heir and not to go ahead of it !
๏ It is makruh for those accompanying the bier to recite any du’a or ayah 

of the Quran aloud. They may, however, read La ilaha illallah softly. !
๏ One should abstain from speaking of worldly affairs, laughing, and joking.



BURIAL
๏ Bier should be carried and placed.at the qiblah side of the grave. !
๏ The head should be on the right side of the grave if one faces the 

qiblah !
๏ Only mahrams should enter the grave to adjust the body!
๏ When the body is lowered, it is mustahabb to recite:!

๏ Bismillahi wa ʿala millati rasulillah!

๏ The body should be turned to face the qiblah!
๏ The strips of cloth tied at the head, chest, and leg should now be untied!
๏ The recess should then be covered



FILLING THE GRAVE

๏ Once the body is covered, begin throwing dirt into the grave, with each handful 
reciting:!
๏ Minha khalqnakum !
๏ Wa fiha nu’idukum!
๏ Wa minha nukhrijukum taratan ukhra!

๏ It is desirable to sprinkle water on the grave from the head to the leg side thrice !
๏ It is mustahabb to recite the Quran and offer a dua for the deceased at his 

grave side after the grave is filled and shaped,!
๏ First ruku’ of Surat al-Baqarah at the head of the grave!
๏ Last ruku of Surat al-Baqarah at the leg side of the grave 



ESTATE DISTRIBUTION



4 RIGHTS OF THE ESTATE

1. Funeral preparations!

2. Paying off debts!

3. Fulfilling bequests!

4. Distribution of inheritance



FUNERAL COSTS

๏ Bathing!
๏ Shroud!
๏ Transportation!
๏ Burial !
๏ Funeral service!
๏ Plot



DEBTS

1. Debts owed to people and established during good health!

2. Debts owed to people and established during final illness !

3. Debts with Allah (zakat, fidyah, kaffarah)!
๏ Debts owed to Allah will be paid from only 1/3 

(wasiyyah) of estate!
๏ Extra can be paid by heirs!
๏ Unpaid mahr is of first category



BEQUESTS (WASIYYAH)
๏ Definition: a request that a portion of wealth be given to 

a person or institution after death.!
๏ Only 1/3 of estate can be used!
๏ If all inheritors are sane and adults, they can unanimously 

agree to more than 1/3!
๏ Bequests can NOT be given to heirs, except if all heirs 

unanimously agree!
๏ Spouses can bequest to each other if no other inheritors



MISC RULINGS

๏ Heirs can pay funeral expenses!
๏ If deceased is impoverished, costs incurred by: !

1. Those who were responsible for their maintenance,!

2. Bayt al-mal!

3. General muslim population



RIGHTS OF ALLAH

๏ Missed salat!
๏ Unpaid zakat!
๏ Missed fasts!
๏ Performance of Hajj



RIGHTS OF CREATION

๏ Debts!
๏ Improperly distributed inheritance!
๏ Borrowed items!
๏ Forgiveness!


